Permanent Painting

CHAPTER XIII
LINSEED OIL AND OTHER DRYING OILS
THE principal oils used by painters are linseed
oil and poppy oil, and occasionally a little wal-
nut oil.    Linseed oil in its normal state is
the best and the only oil that a painter should use.
Walnut oil is paler than linseed oil, but dries much
slower, while poppy oil is the palest of all the nut
oils, and dries slower than walnut oil.
Linseed oil is the oil extracted from flax-seed and
while there may be a great deal of talk concerning
adulterated oils, it must be said in justice to the man-
ufacturers of artists materials that in no instance has
the author ever found a single sample of oil which was
labeled linseed oil that contained any impurity what-
ever, so that it is perfectly safe for any painter to
buy linseed oil from a credited manufacturer, and rest
secure in the knowledge that the material is abso-
lutely pure.
The great objection, however, to the purchase of
the majority of samples of linseed oil for artistic
painting, is that the oil is generally refined or bleached,
which is a serious mistake. Refined or bleached lin-
seed oil means linseed oil in which the color is hid-
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